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Overview 
Illinois State University (ISU) is proud to be involved in the NASPA Lead Initiative since its inception.  We convene 
a workgroup four times a year to discuss civic topics, share information happening on campus and through 
NASPA’s Lead Initiative, and encourage departments to examine existing programing to incorporate a civic aspect. 
 
2017 – 2018 Student Affairs CLDE workgroup: 

 Danielle Beasley, Student Counseling Services 
 Ce-Ce Brookins, University Housing Services 
 Kerri Calvert, Health Promotion and Wellness 
 Valerie Deal, Campus Recreation 
 Skylar Guimond, Dean of Students Office 
 Sarah Metevier, Student Access and Accommodation Services 
 Harriett Steinbach, Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning (CLDE coordinator) 
 Tim Tribble, Student Affairs Information Technology 
 Emily Vigneri, Event Management, Dining, and Hospitality 

 
Throughout the course of the year, the group discussed the following topics: 

 2016 campus NSLVE report 
 Emergent Theory of Change with campus representatives from the Political Engagement Project 

(ADP/AASCU) 
 Spring election activities 
 Carnegie Elective Community Engagement Classification 
 Feedback for the development of a campus-wide data collection mechanism of co-curricular activities 
 Campus-wide civic competencies – Civically Engaged Graduate Learning Goals and corresponding rubric 
 Local community partner survey report 

 
The convening of CLDE representatives at ISU has taken various forms, but in the second year of leadership by 
Harriett Steinbach the group has settled into appropriate purpose and function.  Minor membership changes will 
be made for the 2018 – 2019 academic year to bring in two more division departments where civic work is 
relevant and excuse departments with limited ability to program in this arena.  In addition, Harriett served as the 
CLDE liaison to NASPA where she actively participated in the Community Partners sub-committee project and 
authored the NASPA Lead Initiative blog publication entitled “Opening a Center and an Enhanced Relationship.”  
 
Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
The Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning (CESL) is central to civic work in both academic 
affairs and student affairs.  It completed its first full academic year in operation and was officially unveiled to 
campus with a ribbon cutting in September 2017.  One focus for the year was relationship building with 
community organizations.  The creation of CESL allowed a portion of a fulltime staff member’s time to be dedicated 
to community partnerships.  This is an important new role for the institution that allows community organizations 
continuity and a system of support when trying to connect with ISU.  To kick off this new relationship with 
community, CESL hosted Dr. Barbara Jacoby in October 2017 with a daylong workshop series entitled “Creating 
Healthy Campus-Community Partnerships”.  Faculty, Student Affairs staff, and community organizations 
participated as well as several campuses in Illinois because of a partnership with Illinois Campus Compact.  Staff 
duties have been modified for the upcoming year to allow more time to be spent on community work.   
 
Staff participated in thirty-seven meetings with community partners (thirty unduplicated organizations) where 
they built relationships, learned of existing partnerships, positive and negative experiences with ISU, and future 
needs and/or potential partnerships that could occur in the classroom or with student organizations.  CESL also 
conducted a survey of community organizations.  Fifty-five organizations responded providing valuable insight and 
informing CESL on a number of topics.  The full report is online.  As a result of the survey findings, CESL will be 
working on the following action items next academic year. 

https://communityengagement.illinoisstate.edu/about/reports/2016%20NSLVE%20Report-Illinois%20State%20University.pdf
https://communityengagement.illinoisstate.edu/faculty-staff/assessment-and-evaluation-instruments/Civically%20Engaged%20Learning%20Goals.pdf
https://communityengagement.illinoisstate.edu/faculty-staff/assessment-and-evaluation-instruments/Civically%20Engaged%20Learning%20Goals%20-%20Rubric.pdf
https://communityengagement.illinoisstate.edu/about/reports/Community%20Partner%20Survey%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.naspa.org/constituent-groups/posts/opening-a-center-leads-to-an-enhanced-relationship
https://communityengagement.illinoisstate.edu/about/reports/Community%20Partner%20Survey%20Report%20FINAL.pdf


 Forming a community partner consulting board 
 Creating a community partner toolkit and expanding resources for community partners on the CESL 

website 
 Creating a faculty toolkit and sharing with interested faculty and online 
 Developing and distributing a community partner electronic newsletter  
 Continuing to create opportunities and spaces for faculty and community partners to meet  
 Offering professional development twice a year together for faculty and community partners 

 
CESL has also made considerable progress in terms of data collection and assessment. We have established an 
ongoing electronic data mechanism for faculty and staff to submit their curricular and co-curricular community 
engagement activities with students. This mechanism will be replaced in the fall by a new application developed by 
our information technology unit to allow for more user-friendly navigation of the reporting process. Our first 
round of Student Community Engagement Reports compiled with the data collected through our data collection 
mechanism were distributed to academic units for the 2016-2017 school year. Reports for the 2017-2018 school 
year will be distributed to both academic and student affairs units in the early fall.  A part of the data collection 
effort included creating and defining categories for faculty and staff to classify civic work.  Those are 
activism/advocacy, academic service learning, co-curricular service learning, community service/volunteerism, 
civic education, philanthropy/fundraising, political engagement, community engaged research, community 
engaged internship, social entrepreneurship/social innovation.    
 
Our assessment work has also been bolstered in the last year. In spring 2018, a pre-/post-test assessment was 
reintroduced to classes that had been gone through a course redesign for civic engagement workshop. This 
assessment includes a civic engagement inventory taken by students at the beginning and end of the semester. This 
process will be continued each term with participating faculty teaching classes that have been redesigned for civic 
engagement. Results from the assessment are then aggregated and returned to the participating faculty. In terms of 
institutional assessment efforts, CESL has developed and presented to various campus audiences campus-wide 
learning goals known as the “Civically Engaged Graduate Learning Goals”. Plans involve creating more exposure of 
the learning goals including presenting the goals to the campus’s General Education Curriculum Committee. Nearly 
all Student Affairs activities mapped to at least one learning goal so next year we will focus on helping units to 
better understand those goals and intentionally assess the learning.  The institution also participated in the 
National Inventory for Institutional Infrastructure for Community Engagement (NIIICE). CESL was one of three 
units on campus who participated in this inventory. The results from this inventory will help to advise our work 
moving forward when the benchmarking report is received this fall.  
 
Finally, CESL worked in conjunction University Marketing and Communication, to develop Redbird Impact.  The 
first edition was released in February 2018 both in print and electronically.  The purpose of the publication is to 
elevate and celebrate the civic work happening across campus and will be produced bi-annually.     
 
Illinois State University Civic Learning and Democratic Engagement Initiatives 
Guided by the NASPA definition of civic learning and democratic engagement - “…..means promoting the education 
of students for engaged citizenship through democratic participation in their communities, respect and appreciation 
of diversity, applied learning and social responsibility” – Illinois State’s Division of Student Affairs aligned its work 
and offered the programs, initiatives, and/or services listed below during the 2017 – 2018 school year.  It is 
notable that data collection and report of CLDE initiatives from the Division of Students Affairs has now been 
folded into the campus-wide data collection process.  In the fall, all academic departments and departments in 
Student Affairs will receive a graphic report summarizing their civic work by category and hours. 
 
 
 
Adaptapalooza 

 Sponsored by Campus Recreation, Kinesiology and Recreation’s Therapeutic Recreation program 
 Highlights and educates on different adaptive recreation opportunities for persons of all abilities.  ISU Braille Birds 

also assisted with the program. 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Education (Higher Ed), Parks and Recreation, Disabilities  
 50 people participated 

https://news.illinoisstate.edu/redbird-impact/


 
Adopt-A-Street 

 Sponsored by Men’s Ultimate Disc Club 
 Students spent the day cleaning Kingsley Street 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Environment/Sustainability  
 30 people participated 
 150 service hours 

 
Alternative Spring Break 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Students traveled to Grafton, IL to work with Living Lands and Waters. They worked with water conservation, 

riverbank restoration projects, and removing invasive species. 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Co-Curricular Service Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Environment/Sustainability  
 25 people participated 
 800 service hours 

 
Alternative Spring Break 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Students traveled to New Orleans, LA to work with Junior Achievement. They visited low-income schools in the 

district to promote financial literacy through programs and activities sponsored by the service site. 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Co-Curricular Service Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Financial Literacy, youth/children, k-12 education  
 40 people participated 
 1280 service hours 

 
Alternative Spring Break 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Students traveled to Paradise, TX to work with Camp Summit. Participants served in the role of camp counselor and 

paired with campers with disabilities. The camp focuses on making a camp experience accessible for all participants 
no matter what their needs are. 

 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Co-Curricular Service Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Disabilities  
 35 people participated 
 4410 service hours 

 
Alternative Spring Break 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Students traveled to Paragould, AR to work with Crowley's Ridge State Park. Worked on park restoration and 

beautification with the organization including restoring signs in the parks, building fish habitats, and clearing trash 
from the parks. 

 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Co-Curricular Service Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Environment/Sustainability, Parks and Recreation  
 26 people participated 
 832 service hours 

 
Alternative Spring Break 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Students traveled to Sacramento, CA to work with GRID Alternatives. Participants installed solar panels in low-income 

neighborhoods. 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Co-Curricular Service Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Economic Development, Environment/Sustainability  
 14 people participated 



 504 service hours 
 
Alternative Summer Break 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Worked with Living Positive Kenya in Ngong Hills, Kenya building chicken coops and pouring flooring 
 Summer 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning, Co-Curricular Service Learning  
 Social issues/problems addressed: Hunger/Food security, Community/Public Health, Economic Development 
 13 students 
 780 service hours 

 
Alternative Weekends  

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Students participated in three weekends of service at either Camp Cedar Lodge doing general property maintenance 

or Living Land and Waters planting trees 
 Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning, Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Youth, Environment 
 16 people participated 
 208 service hours/per student 

 
Alternative Winter Break 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Building stoves for rural families and a Mayan sauna in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala. 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning, Co-Curricular Service-learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: At-Risk Youth, Hunger/Food security 
 22 people participated 
 1232 service hours/per student 

 
Alternative Winter Break 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Students traveled to Salina, KS to work with Ashby house an organization supporting ex-offenders during re-entry. 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning, Co-Curricular Service-learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Housing/Homelessness, At-Risk Youth, Criminal Justice/Incarceration, 

Hunger/Food security 
 21 people participated 
 588 service hours 

 
All Hall Ball 

 Sponsored by University Housing Services, Association of Residence Halls 
 Raised funds for Illinois Special Olympics. Residents engaged in a penny war challenge to raise the funds. Over $75 

was raised.  We had a speaker from the state office come to encourage the attendees to keep giving back to the 
organization and thank them for their contributions. 

 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning, Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Disabilities  
75 people participated 

 
American Heart Association Penny Wars 

 Sponsored by Campus Recreation 
 Campus Recreation student team members raised money through penny wars to donate to the American Heart 

Association 
 Fall 2017, Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Community/Public Health  
 40 people participated 

 
American Red Cross Blood Drive 



 Sponsored by Campus Recreation 
 The Sport Club program partnered with the American Red Cross to host a Blood Drive  
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Community/Public Health 

 20 people participated  

 2 service hours 

Baby Fold Fundraiser 
 Sponsored by Campus Recreation Student Leadership Council 
 Hosted a fundraiser at Chipotle to raise money for The Baby Fold 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Mental Health, Youth/Children  
 25 people participated 

 
Black and Latinx Summit  

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office - Diversity Advocacy 
 Two day conference experience focusing on issues that impact Black and Latino communities. The conference was 

open to the public which included high school and college students in Illinois. 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Education (Higher Ed), Social Justice/Human Rights  
 30 people participated 

 
Bring It Back To Normal 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning, Dean of Students Office – Off-Campus 
Services, Campus Recreation 

 The program matches volunteering students with community members and organizations who have requested help 
on spring cleaning tasks like raking, gardening, and moving furniture or boxes.  Sport Club members served as site 
leaders. 

 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Care of the Elderly, Community Development, Disabilities, Parks and Recreation  
 177 people participated 
 442 service hours  

 
Camp LEAD 

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office – Student Activities and Involvement 
 As a part of the Camp LEAD first year pre-orientation leadership program, students volunteer at Home Sweet Home in 

their donation warehouse. 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Housing/Homelessness 

 
Careers in Human Rights: A Discussion with Dr. Inga Winkler  

 Sponsored by American Democracy Project 
 Winkler is a Lecturer at the Institute for the Study of Human Rights at Columbia University and Director of 

Undergraduate Studies for the Human Rights Program 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Government/Politics, Social Justice/Human Rights  
 45 students 

 
Celebrate Brazil 

 Sponsored by Event Management, Dining, and Hospitality 
 Language, culture, sustainability, and nutrition and wellness initiatives have become globalized interests due to the 

advent of new information systems and technology. Recognizing this, the department was inspired to host a cultural 
themed meal at the Marketplace at Linkins Dining Center. This event addressed students' growing interest in cultural 
awareness and improved our dining program by providing students and other diners with an environment to explore 



wellness and nutrition recommendations from a new, culturally diverse perspective.  Attendees had the opportunity 
to put the principles of the Brazilian Nutrition Guidelines into action by participating in a mindful eating activity while 
enjoying authentic Brazilian cuisine. Students and other event attendees could further immerse themselves in 
Brazilian culture by conversing, connecting, and dining with the twenty Illinois State University Brazilian 
international students and other Brazilian guests in attendance.  

 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Environment/Sustainability, Arts and Cultural  
 1275 people participated 

 
Civic Film Series 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Engaged students by providing a discussion of civic issues following the showing of a film that focused on civic issues. 

Films were We Steal Secrets, Meet The Donors, Selma, and The Campaign.  
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Government/Politics, Social Justice/Human Rights, Voting  
 30 people participated 

 
Civic Engagement Celebration  

 Sponsored by American Democracy Project 
 Students, faculty, staff and community individuals and agencies were celebrated for their contributions to civic 

engagement in the Bloomington-Normal community 
 Spring 2018 
 50 people participated 

 
Coffee with a Cop/Lunch with the Law 

 Sponsored by University Police 
 These events are opportunities for students and officers to discuss issues of concern on campus, as well as larger 

issues regarding social justice, community and police relations, and individual rights and responsibilities in a safe and 
non-confrontational environment. 

 Fall 2017, Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Government/Politics, Social Justice/Human Rights, Criminal Justice/ Incarceration  
 200 people participated 

 
College Diabetes Network Community Service 

 Sponsored by Student Access and Accommodation Services 
 Students met with teens throughout the central Illinois area that have diabetes for a support group through the 

Pediatric Diabetes Resource Center in Peoria, IL which is connected with the Children's Hospital of Illinois 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Community/Public Health, Youth/Children  
 8 people participated 
 28 service hours 

 
College Panhellenic Council Philanthropy 

 Sponsored by Fraternity & Sorority Life 
 Hosted a movie night and donated the profits to the national philanthropic partner, Circle of Sisterhood. 
 Spring 2018 
 Engatement types(s): Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Social Justice/Human Rights 
 300 people participated 

 
College Panhellenic Council Service Projects 

 Sponsored by Fraternity & Sorority Life 
 Participation in Trick or Treat for Change, Holiday Helper, and Bring it Back to Normal 
 Fall 2017, Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism, Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Education (PreK-12), Housing/Homelessness 



 150 people participated 
 300 service hours 

 
Commitment to Diversity Awards  

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office - Diversity Advocacy 
 Recognizes registered student organizations, folks within the community, faculty and staff for their outstanding work 

and contributions in the areas of diversity and inclusion. Honorees not only work/study on campus, but their work is 
seen and felt throughout the Bloomington Normal community. 

 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Education (Higher Ed), Social Justice/Human Rights  
 80 people participated 

 
Community Organizing 101 

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office - Diversity Advocacy 
 In partnership with the YWCA McLean County students received basic knowledge and information on student 

activism. Attendees also learned how to organize around a cause to bring about social change. 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning, Political Engagement 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Social Justice/Human Rights  
 20 people participated 

 
Contemporary Challenges to Press Freedom 

 Sponsored by American Democracy Project 
 Constitution Day Lecture by Carl Hulse, the Chief Washington Correspondent of the New York Times and ISU alum 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning, Political Engagement 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Government/Politics  
 75 people participated 

 
Cultural Immersion Trip  

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office - Diversity Advocacy 
 Students traveled to Memphis, Tennessee one weekend to visit the National Civil Right Museum, Slave Haven, and to 

appreciate the rich history and culture of Memphis. Students were required to submit one or two paragraphs to state 
why they feel they should be selected to go on the trip and were given journals to use to reflect on their experiences. 

 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Government/Politics, Social Justice/Human Rights  
 40 people participated 

 
Cultural Showcase 

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office - Diversity Advocacy, Asian Pacific American Coalition 
 A variety show that highlights the talents of Illinois State organizations, students and surrounding universities around 

the Midwest. The showcase raises money for Doctors Without Borders. 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning, Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Social Justice/Human Rights, Community/Public Health 
 80 people participated  

 
Earth Day Water Bottle Swap 

 Sponsored by Campus Recreation, Office of Sustainability, University Recycling 
 Students exchanged non-reusable plastic bottles for a #Recbird Camelbak 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Environment/Sustainability, Parks and Recreation  
 750 people participated 

 
Easter Seals Fundraiser 

 Sponsored by Student Disability Network 
 Orchestrated a Potbelly fundraiser where 10% of sales at Potbelly, from 5pm-8pm, were donated to Easter Seals. 



 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Disabilities  
 20 people participated 

 
Event Management, Dining, and Hospitality Diversity and Inclusion Training 

 Sponsored by Event Management, Dining, and Hospitality 
 All student employees in EMDH were required to attend Diversity and Inclusion training, which was a Human Library 

event. The Human Library is a worldwide event aimed at challenging stereotypes and encouraging respectful 
dialogue.  Four individuals from Illinois State and/or the community shared their stories with our students. 

 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Mental Health, Social Justice/Human Rights, Disabilities 
 630 people participated   

 
Fair Trade Talk 

 Sponsored by American Democracy Project 
 A Primer on Fair Trade talk and discussion with Cristina Liberati, Jose David Contreras Monjaras, and Zara Elizabeth 

Saavedra Gomez 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Political Engagement 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Economic Development, Social Justice/Human Rights  
 45 people participated  

 
Global Advocacy and Children’s Human Rights: The Role of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

 Sponsored by American Democracy Project 
 Presentation and discussion by Tye Turner, Community Engagement Fellow with the US Fund for UNICEF 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Social Justice/Human Rights, Youth/Children, At-Risk Youth  
 45 students 

 
Habitat Home Run 5k 

 Sponsored by Habitat for Humanity ISU Campus Chapter 
 Fundraiser to help the Habitat for Humanity ISU Campus Chapter raise money for the 24th sponsored house build in 

the local community. 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Community Service/Volunteerism, Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Community Development, Housing/Homelessness  
 8 people participated 
 20 service hours 

 
Hamilton’s America 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Screening of the PBS documentary with facilitated discussion following 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Government/Politics  
 30 people participated 

 
Holiday Helper 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 The program helps connect kids in the community who are served by several community organizations to sponsors at 

ISU who buy them gifts for the Holidays. Volunteers wrap these gifts, and coordinate parties at which the gifts are 
distributed to children and their families. 

 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism, Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Youth/Children  
 177 people participated 
 354 service hours 



 
I Am Normal 

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office – Off-Campus Services 
 Marketing campaign promoting being a good neighbor and citizen of the community. 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Community Development  
 5000 people participated 

 
Interfraternity Council Community Service 

 Sponsored by Fraternity & Sorority Life 
 Students participated in Habitat for Humanity's Trick or Treat for Change, Bring it Back to Normal, and Welcome 

Week service project.  
 Fall 2017, Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Animal Welfare, Housing/Homelessness, Community/Public Health  
 9 people participated 
 18 service hours 

 
ISULeads 

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office - Student Activities and Involvement 
 The Civic Engagement Pillar of the ISULeads leadership certificate program focuses specifically on civic engagement 

as a foundation to a thriving community. Each student enrolled in this pillar completes 10 learning activities of their 
own choice that relate to civic engagement. Some students complete these activities in one year, some take multiple 
years to complete the entire pillar. 

 Fall 2017, Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning, Co-Curricular Service Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Varies 
 17 people participated 

 
Leaders of Social Change  

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office – Student Activities and Involvement 
 Five-day trip to Detroit, MI area exploring leadership and social justice including community service  
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Co-Curricular Service Learning, Civic Learning, Activism/Advocacy 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Housing/Homelessness, Social Justice/Human Rights, At-Risk Youth, Citizenship, 

Immigration 
 51 people participated 
 204 service hours 

 
Leadership and Service Living Learning Community Service Project 

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office – Student Activities and Involvement 
 Members of Manchester 17 worked with Midwest Food Bank 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Hunger/Food Security  
 22 people participated 
 66 service hours 

 
Local Foods Dinner 

 Sponsored by Event Management, Dining, and Hospitality 
 Featured farm fresh Illinois produce and meats in the Linkins Dining Center.  
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Environment/Sustainability  
 1350 people participated 

 
Lunch n’ Learn 

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office - Diversity Advocacy 



 Monthly event where students, faculty, staff and the community to come together to discuss relevant diversity and 
social justice topics while having lunch. 

 Fall 2017, Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Mental Health, Social Justice/Human Rights, Disabilities  
 40 people participated  

 
Midwest Food Bank Service Project 

 Sponsored by Equestrian Club 
 Students volunteered at the Midwest Food Bank 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Hunger/Food Security  
 7 people participated 
 21 service hours 

 
Midwest Food Bank Service Project 

 Sponsored by Men’s Lacrosse Club 
 Students volunteered a Midwest Food Bank 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Hunger/Food Security  
 15 people participated 
 45 service hours 

 
MLK Day of Service 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Students painted a hallway in the childcare center there, organized various other spaces and engaged in a 

presentation about privilege with the YWCA 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Co-Curricular Service Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Social Justice/Human Rights, Youth/Children  
 57 people participated 
 256 service hours 

 
No! The Rape Documentary 

 Sponsored by Health Promotion and Wellness 
 Viewing and panel discussion  
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Community/Public Health, Sexual Assault Prevention 
 100 people participated  

 
Parkside Junior High School Service Project 

 Sponsored by Cross Country Club 
 Students volunteered at a junior high cross country  
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Parks and Recreation, Youth/Children  
 8 people participated 
 40 service hours 

 
Power to the People 

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office - Diversity Advocacy 
 Intense weekend retreat that covers how to be an activist. Topics range from how to organize, how to examine 

systems of oppression, how to develop your platform to impact change through a conceptual lens. 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning, Political Engagement 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Social Justice/Human Rights  
 12 people participated 



 
Pre-School Hockey Lessons 

 Sponsored by Ice Hockey Club 
 Students taught hockey skills to a preschool classroom in the community 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Parks and Recreation, Youth/Children  
 4 people participated 
 12 service hours 

 
PRIDE'S Annual Drag Show  

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office - Diversity Advocacy 
 The drag show is designed to showcase drag show entertainers within the LGBTQ+ community and to raise awareness 

of the issues that impact this community. This event is used to raise money for charity for a local organization who 
provides services for the LGBTQ+ community. During the drag show folks can have an HIV or Hepatitis screening.  

 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning, Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Social Justice/Human Rights 
 1000 people participated  

 
Relay for Life 

 Sponsored by Colleges Against Cancer  
 Ten hour event to celebrate the lives affected by cancer, remember those who we have lost, and fight back against the 

disease by raising money for the American Cancer Society 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Community/Public Health  
 273 people participated  

 
September Service Saturdays 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Service projects throughout the month working with CIDSO (walk/run), St. Jude's (walk/run), The Children's 

Discovery Museum and other partners (World Wide Day of Play), MarcFirst, and the McLean County Nursing Home. 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Mental Health, Youth/Children, Care of the Elderly, Community/Public Health, 

Disabilities  
 70 people participated 
 210 service hours 

 
Serving Those Who Served 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Using guidelines from the Veteran's History Project, students completed interviews with veterans about their time in 

service. 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning, Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Veterans 
 4 people participated 
 8 service hours 

 
Sister Circles 

 Sponsored by Dean of Students Office - Diversity Advocacy 
 Full day workshop aimed at providing support to students who identify as female. The event addresses issues of self-

esteem, self-awareness, spirituality, empowerment, identity, and development. This event includes group discussions, 
presentations, group readings, creative expression and other activities. The topic this year was on financial literacy for 
college aged students. 

 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy, Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Education (Higher Ed), Financial Literacy  
 30 people participated 



 
Sport Club Education 

 Sponsored by Campus Recreation 
 As part of the Sport Club Leadership Series, staff from the Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 

(CESL) talked to Sport Club officers about opportunities for student organizations to get involved in community 
service and to inform them about the purpose of the CESL. 

 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Higher Education  
 29 people participated 

 
Student Disability Network Card Making 

 Sponsored by Student Access and Accommodation Services 
 Students made cards for individuals in the hospital and veterans in the hospital.  
 Fall 2017, Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Care of the Elderly, Community/Public Health, Veterans  
 50 people participated 
 90 service hours 

 
Student Wellness Ambassador Presentations 

 Sponsored by Health Promotion and Wellness 
 Students presented Under the Covers (sexual health) and On the Rocks (alcohol use) by request 
 Fall 2017, Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Activism/Advocacy 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Community/Public Health  
 50 people participated 
 

Student Wellness Ambassadors Relay for Life Team 
 Sponsored by Health Promotion and Wellness 
 Participated in Relay for Life at Illinois State University to help raise money and awareness for the American Cancer 

Society. They raised over $100. 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Philanthropy/Fundraising 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Community/Public Health  
 12 people participated  

 
The State of Illinois Democracy  

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning, American Democracy Project 
 Presentation from Illinois Public Interest Research Group on the process for passing the Automatic Voter Registration 

legislation as well as a panel of state and local elected officials 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning, Political Engagement 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Government/Politics, Voting  
 75 people participated 

 
Town of Normal Meet & Greet 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Meet and greet with Town of Normal staff and council members 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Education (Higher Ed), Government/Politics, Voting  
 100 people participated 

 
Trick or Treat for Change 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity where students ask for donations on Halloween that go towards a house build in 

Bloomington-Normal 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Philanthropy/Fundraising 



 Social issues/problems addressed: Housing/Homelessness  
 350 people participated 
 875 service hours 

 
UNICEF Advocacy: Global Citizenship and Civic Engagement 

 Sponsored by American Democracy Project 
 Presentation and discussion by Tye Turner, Community Engagement Fellow with the US Fund for UNICEF 
 Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning, Political Engagement 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Government/Politics, Social Justice/Human Rights  
 45 people participated 

 
United Greek Council Community Service 

 Sponsored by Fraternity & Sorority Life 
 Participation in World Wide Day of Play, Trick or Treat for Change, Holiday Helper, MLK Day of Service,  and Bring it 

Back to Normal. 
 Fall 2017, Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Housing/Homelessness, Youth/Children, Community Development  
 45 people participated 
 255 service hours  

 
Voices of Discovery 

 Sponsored by Student Counseling Services 
 Seven week workshop series to teach students about diversity and about how to engage in cross cultural dialogue 
 Fall 2017, Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Civic Learning 
 Social issues/problems addressed: Education (Higher Ed), Social Justice/Human Rights 
 16 people participated 

 
Volunteer Opportunities Listserv 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 Weekly email featuring campus and local community service opportunities that goes to 3213 individuals 
 Fall 2017, Spring 2018 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 3212 people participated  

 
Welcome Week Service Project 

 Sponsored by Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning 
 New students packed backpacks for local school children and made cards for local hospitals 
 Fall 2017 
 Engagement type(s): Community Service/Volunteerism 
 Social issues/problems addressed: At-Risk Youth, Youth/Children 
 150 people participated 
 150 service hours  


